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1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT ON SEPTEMBER 12 THE ARMY WILL 
FORWARD A NEW REQUEST TO THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE FOR R&D FUNDS FOR THE INTEGRATION OF THE 
GERMAN 120 MM GUN INTO THE US XM-1 TANK. IF THE ARMY'S 
NEW REQUEST IS APPROVED, IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE 120 MM GUN PROGRAM CAN GO FORWARD - I.E., THAT NO 
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ACTION BY ANY OTHER CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE WILL BE RE- 
QUIRED TO INITIATE THE PROGRAM. THE GERMANS WILL BE 
PLEASED AND THE PROSPECTS FOR BUNDESTAG APPROVAL OF 
AWACS THIS FALL WILL BE GREATLY ENHANCED. 

2. IF THE ARMY’S REQUEST IS TURNED DOWN IN SEPTEMBER, 

THE IMPACT ON AWACS IS LIKELY TO BE VERY NEGATIVE. IN 
THE EVENT OF SUCH A TURNDOWN, WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
ARMY WILL GO BACK TO THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
RATHER SOON WITH YET ANOTHER REQUEST FOR R&D FUNDS. IT 
IS OUR VIEW THAT. UNTIL AN R&D REQUEST IS APPROVED AND 
THE 120 MM GUN PROGRAM LAUNCHED, THE BUNDESTAG WILL 
WITHHOLD ITS APPROVAL OF AWACS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF THE IM- 
PORTANT IMPACT WHICH GERMAN PERCEPTIONS OF THE TANK 
GUN QUESTION CAN HAVE ON AWACS, WE REQUEST THAT 
WASHINGTON: 

(A) INFORM US OF THE RESULTS OF THE ARMY’S 
SEPTEMBER R&D REQUEST AS SOON AS THEY ARE KNOWN; 

(B) PROVIDE US WITH ANY SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHAT POINTS 
WE SHOULD MAKE WHEN WE CONVEY THE RESULTS TO THE 
GERMANS; 
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(C) IF THE ARMY'S R&D REQUEST IS TURNED DOWN AGAIN, 
PROVIDE US WITH PRESS GUIDANCE FOR OUR USE ON AN 
IF-ASKED BASIS. MEEHAN 
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